
Educational Highlights: My undergraduate years have been 
very demanding due to the many hats that I’ve worn. I had to 
juggle motherhood, school, work, and extracurricular activities 
while maintaining above a 3.4 GPA.  I am the Urban Studies 
Club president and the Student Advisor to the Urban Studies 
Executive Committee. These roles have allowed me to be 
vocal in the evolution of  the Urban Studies program.  I have 
been awarded a variety of  scholarships and awards, such as the 
Pat Kelly Award for social activism.

Research Focus or Project: When I first came to the 
College, I wanted to study how planning creates affordable 
housing within mixed income developments. After taking 
courses, I realized that my main interest involves affordable 
housing, specifically how it affects the well-being and 
education of  children. As a mother, I understand that it is a priority to live in a zone with the best schools. 
But, the question that I chose to explore is: What happens when you cannot afford to live in those areas? 
This issue continues to create inequalities that correspond to race, place, and income, and it affects the 
education of  future generations. In summer of  2014, I was chosen to attend the ASCP’s (Association of  
Collegiate Schools of  Planning) pre-doctoral workshop in Los Angeles and explore the doctoral process.  
While I was there, I was able to learn more about the planning process, specifically how research in planning 
is necessary for the evolution of  our country.  Before attending the workshop, I was uncertain if  I wanted to 
pursue my doctorate, but now I am certain that earning a PhD in Planning is what I want to do.

Future Plans: I applied to a few different Planning programs and was accepted to a few, but UC Irvine in 
California stood out the most to me because it had the same “feel” as the College of  Charleston.  UC Irvine 
is where I will be working towards my Master’s in Urban and Regional Planning this upcoming fall.  I will 
then go on to complete my doctorate degree. Eventually, I hope to come back to the Charleston area to share 
what I’ve learned. 
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